MBAA District Rocky Mountain Press Release
Odell's Brewery At Capacity
Odell Brewing Company's Taste Room was filled to capacity with over 100 members and guests in attendance at District Rocky Mountain's winter meeting.  Company founder, and past District President, Doug Odell welcomed everyone to the brewery by opening the taps for their sampling pleasure, and the brewery and packaging areas for self-guided tours.  

District President, Jeff Biegert, New Belgium Brewing Company, presided over the business portion of the meeting.  As the first order of business, he reported that the District's Executive Board met earlier in the day discussing long-range goals for district.  Mr. Biegert then announced that the local International Beverage Packaging Association (IBPA) chapter was interested in developing a ongoing association with the district.  He stated that the Executive Board has taken the idea under consideration and will make recommendations on the proposal after the upcoming Board of Governors (BOG) meeting in which National's views on the idea are to be presented.  Vice President and BOG representative, Gary Dick, New Belgium Brewing Company, is to lead this effort.  President Biegert then introduced local IBPA President, Sue Pawlack, ABInBev, retired, and national IBPA President, Brian Bishop, ABInBev, who were in attendance.  The first committee chair to report was treasury, Dan Overmyer, Boulder Brewing Company.  He informed the audience that our financial situation was healthy and that we would not need to accept any of the government's stimulus funds.  Membership chair, Dana Johnson, Birko Corp., was pleased to report that the District is well on its way to meeting District Milwaukee's challenge for us to exceed their total membership by year's end.  With District membership at 171 the current goal of 165 has been exceeded. On this note, President Biegert reset the District's membership goal to 200 by year's end!  Mr. Johnson also reported that the E-Board has agreed to offer all new members free meals at the two District meetings that follow their date of joining.  It is felt that this incentive will attract new members by helping defer some of the costs of membership.  Entertainment chair, Steve Woodward, Fort Collins Feed, reminded all of the next meeting which is to be held at ABInBev in Fort Collins on May 14.  He also let the group know that plans for the Fall Technical Out-of-Towner, Sept. 18-20, are progressing.  The meeting is to be held in the Grand Junction/Palisade, Colorado area and will also involve brewers from southern Colorado and the Salt Lake areas.  A tour of Ska Brewing Company's distillery is planned for the afternoon.  Scholarship co-chair, Steve Presley, ABInBev, retired, introduced the District's re-instated scholarship program.  The scholarship is set up to provide partial reimbursement of fees or associated costs relating to an applicant's furthering his/her knowledge and understanding of the malting and brewing fields.  The funds awarded can be applied to any necessary expense related to the applicant's educational experience.  He stated that full details of the program along with application outline will be available on the District's local and national web sites.  At the conclusion of the  business meeting President Biegert presented Doug Odell with a commemorative "Past President" plaque to honor his contributions to the District during his tenure in the role from 2005-2007.
The meeting’s technical presentation, Reliability Through Maintenance Planning and Scheduling was given by Brad Simpkins, Brewing Maintenance Process Manager, MillerCoors Brewing Company.  His presentation explained that utilizing a predictive, proactive approach when working with brewing equipment, maintenance costs can be reduced and a higher degree of reliability and uptime of the equipment can be attained. In the presentation he gave an overview of some of the tools, ideas, and measures that can be used to improve reliability by planning and scheduling maintenance tasks during scheduled equipment downtime.  He strongly recommends the use of a computerized maintenance system as it can drive costs down and allow scheduling of equipment downtime while tracking maintenance work and costs.  Mr. Simpkins was adamant that the maintenance group be divided into one team for emergency/reactive work, and one team for predictive and preventive work.  He stressed that it is essential both teams understand and respect the other's roles and responsibilities.  An overview of some of the predictive tools that enable maintenance work to be scheduled and completed ahead of failure, thereby reducing downtime and material costs, was also reviewed.  Brad's experience at MillerCoors has shown him that by employing a planned and scheduled approach to taking equipment down for maintenance windows, a significant increase in equipment reliability with a corresponding decrease in equipment breakdowns occurred.  The talk is best summarized by Brad's statement, "Own your equipment and take care of it at the right time."
The members and guests of  MBAA District Rocky Mountain thank the Odell Brewing Company and its many staff members in attendance as servers and guests for hosting the evening’s event.
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Odell Award.jpg – Past President, Doug Odell, Odell Brewing Co., receiving a commemorative plaque honoring his service to the district from president, Jeff Biegert, New Belgium Brewing Co.

Speakers.jpg – Technical presentation speaker Brad Simpkins, MillerCoors brewing Co., with Technical Co-Chair Finn Knudsen, Beverage Consult International Inc., and President Jeff Biegert, New Belgium Brewing Co.
Attendees.jpg - Odell Brewing Company's taste room is filled to capacity with attendees of the March 11, 2009 District Rocky Mountain meeting
